



Developments in the China-Myanmar 
cattle trade  
Si Zhizhi, Yang Guorong, Scott Waldron, Colin 
Brown, Dominic Smith  
 
 
























Developments in the China-Myanmar cattle 
trade 





Myanmar has the largest cattle herd in the Mekong region, with over 17 million head of 
cattle in 2017. However, per capita beef consumption is very low (Hla Hla Thein, 2017) 
and there are restrictions on cattle transport, export and slaughter. As a result, the cattle 
herd has grown at a relatively fast rate of 3.3 percent per year over the last five years, 
leaving a surplus for export.  
In contrast, the cattle herd in China has stagnated, especially as the opportunity costs of 
labour for farmers increase with urban migration and more opportunities for off-farm work. 
At the same time, per capita demand for beef nearly doubled from 2.89 kg/year in 1996 to 
5.72 kg/year in 2017 (National Bureau of Statistics, various years). 
As a result of these forces, the trade of live cattle from Myanmar to China has increased 
rapidly in recent years to reach over 250,000 head by 2017 (Yunnan Livestock Industry 
Statistics, 2017). The trade has occurred through various routes directly between 
Myanmar and Yunnan and also from Myanmar to Yunnan via Thailand and Laos. As 
Myanmar has not been a formal exporter to China due to disease protocols and 
regulations, this trade has been informal in nature until relatively recently. The nature of 
the informal trade entails risks of disease and disruption to prices and markets. The 
governments of China and Myanmar are seeking to expand the cattle trade through formal 
channels especially in order to control disease. This coincides with China’s “one belt one 
road”strategy to integrate China with other countries through international trade, 
infrastructure and  technical cooperation. 
China plans to import up to one million buffalo and cattle annually from Myanmar, 
although numbers may vary according to market demand and supply-side limitations. 
Measures are now being taken by both governments to formalize the trade. The 
Government of China requires that cattle and beef imported from Myanmar are import 
from designated areas within Myanmar to prevent the spread and transmission of animal 
diseases. In the first stage, it is planned that Ruili County (Dehong Dai and Jingpo 





Autonomous Prefecture) in Yunnan province establish three cross-border regional animal 
epidemic management pilots4. The three pilot projects have been carried out by 
contractors in China. Gengma County of Lincang city and other	counties are planned to be 
included in the second stage pilots. It is further planned in the long-term future that pilots 
will be replicated and expanded across the China-Myanmar border.  
The comparative advantages of the Myanmar and Chinese beef industries mean the trade 
is highly complementary. Formalizing trade has the potential to benefit both Myanmar and 
China. These developments in formalizing the trade have the potential implications for a 
range of actors including small and large cattle farmers, traders, abattoirs and 
consumers, as well as effects of domestic beef prices and potential  disease risk resulting 
from large-scale, cross-border cattle trade. These implications are explored in this report. 
About	the	report	
This research was conducted by Dr Si Zhizhi as a visiting scholar at the University of 
Queensland. Thanks are due to CSC for support and SAFS for hosting her visit. Yang 
Guorong, Professor of Yunnan Academy of Grassland and Animal Science provide 
fieldwork in Yunnan. It has also been conducted in collaboration with Scott Waldron, Colin 
Brown and Dominic Smith, University of Queensland. 
The research project has been funded by and conducted for ACIAR project 
AGB/2016/031 “Developing a trade model and information network for the cattle and beef 
trade sector of South East Asia and China”.  
This report draws on secondary research from the (Chinese) Ministry of Agriculture, the 
National Bureau of Statistics and Yunnan Agricultural Bureau. It also draws on fieldwork 
conducted in Yunnan including interviews with government, traders, feedlots and farmers). 
For details, see Appendix 2.  
The report should also be read in conjunction with the report Theingi Myint, Seinn Seinn 
Mu and Khin Nyei San (2018) “Recent Developments in the Cattle Trade between 



































































































































Note: Beef production on left axis, stock number on right axis. 




















































































2008 1084426 12802 863 205 8 3
2010 1188592 12943 911 306 13 4
2013 1320414 13335 1501 488 46 25



















































 Buffalo(head) Yellow cattle(head) Total cattle(head) 
2014 102200 198276 300476 
2015 117698 228269 345967 
2016 82516 160385 242901 
2017 86642 168404 255046 
Resource: Yunnan animal husbandry industry statistics, 2017.  







































































Source: China Livestock Yearbook and Customs (1996-2017).  




















































































































Beijing,China Kunming,Yunnan Yangon, Myanmar 
Beef Round (1kg) or Equivalent 








Price gap between  














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































2017.1	 65.5	 55	 22	
2017.2	 64.3	 56	 22	
2017.3	 62.5	 54	 22	
2017.4	 60	 54	 22	
2017.5	 60	 54	 24	
2017.6	 60	 54	 24	
2017.7	 60	 54	 24	
2017.8	 60	 54	 24	
2017.9	 60	 54	 24	
2017.10	 60	 54	 24	
2017.11	 60	 54	 24	
2017.12	 62	 54	 24	
2018.1	 66	 56	 25	
2018.2	 66.5	 56	 25	
2018.3	 65	 56	 25	
2018.4	 62	 55	 25	
2018.5	 62	 55	 25	
2018.6	 62	 55	 25	



























7	 Li	Ruisheng	 Dehong	livestock	station	 Dehong	Mangshi	
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